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Please amend the claims to the following: 

1 .(currently amended) A lawnmower, comprising: 

a deck defining a discharge opening havino a top and left and right 

sides : 

a shroud extending outwardly from the deck and covering the 
discharge opening, said shroud in cluding a top surface and left and richt side 
surfaces which enclose the too and left and rioht sides of said discharge opening : 
and 

a baffle mounted for movement relative to said deck, wherein, in a 
first position, said baffle lies under said shroud and closes said discharge 
opening, and, in a second position, said baffle lies under said shroud and opens 
said discharge opening wh i l e leaving th e ehroud in pooition oovoring tho 
di s charge opening . 

2. (original) A lawnmower as recited in claim 1, wherein said baffle is 
mounted for pivoting movement relative to said deck, and further comprising 
means for pivoting said baffle between sard first and second positions. 

3. (original) A lawnmower as recited in claim 2, wherein said means 
includes a cable. 

4. (original) A lawnmower as recited in claim 2, wherein said means 
includes a linkage. 
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5. (original) A lawnmower as recited in claim 2, wherein sard mower deck 
defines a footprint and said baffle has a third position, in which it is fully retracted 
and lies within said footprint. 

6. (original) A lawnmower as recited in claim 1, wherein said baffle is 
mounted for sliding movement relative to said deck. 

7. (original) A lawnmower as recited in claim 6, wherein said sliding 
movement is in a horizontal direction and said baffle is a flexible member which 
conforms to the shape of said deck when in the retracted position. 

8. (original) A lawnmower as recited in claim 6, wherein said sliding 
movement is in a vertical direction, and said baffle moves through a slot. 

9. (original) A lawnmower as recited In claim 6, wherein said sliding 
movement is in a horizontal direction and said baffle has an arcuate shape, 

10. (original) A lawnmower as recited in claim 9, wherein said baffle is 
suspended from said mower deck at a hub that is at a center point defined by 
said arcuate shape. 



PAGE 4/14 ' RCVD AT 10/4/2004 4:40:22 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' 8VR:U8PTO-EFXRF.1/1 ' DNI8:8729306 * C8ID:502 426 1 167 > DURATION (mm^s):05-20 



Oct: 04 04 03:54p Camoriano & Rssoc 502 426 1167 

Amendment to U.S. Patent Application S.N. 10/680,520 
Page 4 of 10 

11. (original) A lawnmower as recited in claim 2. wherein said pivot has a 
horizontal axis. 



12. (original) A lawnmower as recited in claim 2, wherein said pivot has a 
vertical axis. 



13. (original) A lawnmower as recited in claim 7. wherein said baffle is 
made of a plurality of interconnected segments. 

14. (original) A lawnmower as recited in claim 12, wherein said baffle has 
an arcuate shape and said pivot has an axis that lies along the center of a circle 
defined by said arcuate shape. 

1 5. (currently amended) A lawnmower, comprising: 

a deck, defining a discharge opening and a deck footprin t, said 
discharoe opening having a too and left and right sides : 

a shroud^ having a top surface and left and right side surfaces and 
mounted f or movement relative to said deck from a raised position to a lowered 
position, wherein, in said lowered position, said shroud proiects p roject i ng 
outwardly from said deck over said discharge opening and defines d efiiwHa a 
shroud footprin t, with the top surface and left and right side surfaces of the 
shroud enclosing the top and left and right sides of the discharge opening : 
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a baffle mounted on said deck and movable to a first position, 
closing said discharge opening and to a second position, opening said discharge 
opening, wherein said baffle is located within said deck and shroud footprints at 
all times as it move s b>etween said first and second positions . 

16. (original) A lawnmower as recited in claim 15, wherein said baffle is a 
flat plate, and further comprising an actuator arm mounted on said baffle and 
projecting through said shroud. 

17. (original) A lawnmower as recited in claim 16, and further comprising 
control means for rotating said actuator arm to open and close saki baffle. 

18. (original) A lawnmower as recited in claim 15, wherein said baffle 
pivots relative to said deck to open and close said discharge opening. 

19. (original) A lawnmower as recited in claim 18, wherein said baffle 
pivots about a horizontal pivot axis. 

20. (original) A lawnmower as recited in claim 18, wherein said baffle 
pivots about a vertical pivot axis. 
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21. (original) A lawnmower as recited in claim 20, wherein said baffle has 
an arcuate shape and said pivot axis lies along the center of a circle defined by 
said arcuate shape. 

22. (original) A lawnmower as recited in claim 20, wherein said baffle 
includes two members, pivoting about parallel vertical pivot axes. 

23. (original) A lawnmower as recited in claim 15, wherein said baffle 
slides relative to said deck. 

24. (original) A lawnmower as recited in claim 23, wherein said baffle 
slides horizontally and said deck defines at least one horizontal track which 
supports said baffle. 

25. (original) A lawnmower as recited in claim 23, wherein said baffle 
slides vertically, and said deck defines parallel vertical tracks which guide said 
baffle. 

26. (currently amended) A kit for a discharge baffle for a lawnmovirer, 
comprising: 

a baffle; 
a hinge; 

an actuator arm; 
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a deck mounting bracket; and . 

a control mechanism for causing sard actuator ami to pivot about 

the hinge; 

wherein said deck mounting bracket defines a receptacle, and 
further comprising 

a shaft member recei vable in said receptacle with a snug fit: 

a spring-biased linkage: 

a handle; 

a turnbuckle mountabl e on said linkage for adiustino the length of 

said linkage: and 

first and second ball joints . 

27. (canceled) 

28. (currently amended) A kit as recited in claim 26 27, wherein said 
actuator arm includes first and second ends, lying at substantially right angles to 
each other, and an elongated extension portion between said first and second 
ends, said first end having a top edge and a bottom edge; and said extension 
portion being substantially coplanar with said first end and having a bottom edge 
offset upwardly from the bottom edge of said first end. 

29. (new) A kit as recited in claim 26, and further comprising a plate 
defining an arcuate slot. 
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30.(new) A kit as recited in claim 10, wherein said actuator arm is an 
extension of said hinge. 

31 .(new) A lawnmower, comprising: 

a mower deck defining a deck footprint and a discharge opening; 

a shroud mounted for movement relative to said mower deck from a 
retracted position to an extended position in which said shroud projects from said 
mower deck over said discharge opening, said extended shroud defining a 
shroud footprint; 

a baffle plate under sard shroud; 

a hinge prvotably mounting said baffle plate to said mower deck 
over said discharge opening; and 

an actuator arm for pivoting said baffle plate relative to said mower 
deck from a closed position to an open position while said baffle plate Is under 
said shroud; 

wherein said baffle plate is located within said deck and shroud 
footprints at all rntemiediate positions as it moves from said closed position to 
said open position. 

32.(new) A lawnmower as recited in claim 31 , wherein said actuator 
arm is mounted to said baffle plate. 
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33. (new) A lawnmower as recited in claim 31 , wherein said actuator 
arm is an extension of said hinge. 

34. (new) A lawnmower as recited in claim 2, wherefn said baffle is a 
flat plate, and said pivoting movement is about a horizontal axis. 
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